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situated on the south-east bank of Lake Tai, in the
lower course of the Yangtze River and about eighty
miles west of Shanghai. It is in the geographical region
of the Yangtze Plain. The geographical foundation
of this region has been described by G. B. Cressey :
" The Yangtze Plain is a land of rivers and canals.
Probably nowhere else in the world is there an area
with so many navigable waterways. The Yangtze
Kiang, the Hwai Ho, and their tributaries provide a
splendid highway through the length of the region.
In addition to the many rivers there are a series of
great lakes, chief among which are Tungting, Poyang,
Tai, and Hungtse Hu. It is the canals, however, which
give the most characteristic note to the landscape.
These canals are the very arteries of life. In the region
of Yangtze Delta they form an intricate network and
serve as an artificial drainage system which takes the
place of rivers. Their length in the south delta alone
is estimated by F. H. King, at twenty-five thousand
miles,

" This region is compound alluvial plain, the accu-
mulation of sediment laid down by the rivers during
long ages. There are a few isolated hills, but for the
most part the land is level. The country is flat, but
innumerable grave mounds and the trees about thet
villages break the view. Both rural and urban settle-
ment is more congested than in the region of the North,
but factors of climate and location combine to make
this the most prosperous part of China.1

** The Yangtze Plain is ... distinctly influenced by
summer-monsoon conditions. . . . Here, too, are felt
the greatest effects of continental cyclonic storms.

*$ Owing to the southernly latitude, the summers are

* CktHtf* G0Qgr#$kical Fwndation, 1934, p. 283.